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Yerloe years, fa sing a
chidinSingapore has
chznged aramatica! Y,
more o'ter parents are
relying on mads as tae
pr mary caregivers. With
worging parents and

sing e carenthood
SCCG”‘H'E Ma'e Zemmon,
cnildren are requred to
be mecre self-«e .anz 2t an
earlier age.

With the added
expectations in schoo -
acagem cally ard socialy
- what important s«il
does & child reed tc cope
with the pressu-e?

The answe- is, the
ability tc commurizate n
spoken worcs and
sentences o commana
and maintan other
people’s attention.
HABBLING BABIFS
According to Pka Ser, a
soeech and language
therap st anz co-author of
"No More Baby Talk: A
Parent’s Gu:de To Speech
And Language
Development”: "The
COMMUrIcation process
begirs the moment a

. — Language is a beautiful gift.
{ ) & | ! Through it, we share our wants,
needs, thoughts, feelings,
and everything that makes
us human. NICHOLAS
CHAN discusses how to share and
nurture this gift with our children.
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chilc is barn. The non-verpal nteract ons
between a young cnild and meir fam ly ay
the “cundation for later language
developmert. Persoral experiences affect
each child's urderszandirg and Lse o°
argLage, and the rate of language learn ng
varies from child te cnild.”

Many facto-s affect the rate at whicn a
child develops arguage. Scmetimes
language develoomen: slows down while a
child is leaming other skills, such as standng
or walking, The amourt ard kind of
language the child nears may also affec: the
rate of anguage development. States Ms
Sen: “F a chid is orly expesed to 2 second
language a1 school and bas
no ogportunity to practise it
a: hame, then the'r sklls wil
rot be as advarcez.”

L

aeop e respond to the child. For
example, the child whose
communicat or attemps a“e greeted
with eye contact, acknowledgemen: and
expansicr of h's ideas s licely to
develop language faster thar the child
whose commurication atterots recsive
little or no response

The best way to encourage a child’s
language development s to nurture n
them a love of ske anguage. To co tnat,
an envirorment mus: be created in which
language is celebrated r all ts fermrs

"Language is embedded ir averyting
we co witn chi dren throughous the day,”
says Ms Sen
"The parent’s ro & is
to provde a
lanquage-ica
enviroament wit1

MOTHER TON opporiunities to
ANCGTHIR LA explore and play with
For re;-;ampl-:, fthe chic s the rayzhmica and

hearing two anguages at
heme, his brain is tryire to
learn two ses of
vocabulary, process twe
saets of speech sounds, and
understand two sets of
grammat cal rules.

Tnat is a o7 of work! It
may ta<e onger to begir
talkirg, and the ch'lc may
at first feel comfortaoie
speaxing in only one o the
arguages.

Since most chiloren these
days are likely 10 oe
exposed to a second
language, it is v'tal for the
parents to create
opportunies for them 10
explore the'r new language
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encouraging commun cation =
in thei- first language.

Another factor tnat may

lyrical qual tes o
language, ard to
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celebrate the sound, feal, texture and
meaning of worgs.”

Th's means that childrer shoulo
experience written and oral anguage as
an integratec, vtal part of their day,
whether it is through reading, writing,
speaking or s mply listening.

FALLING IN LOVE

The numoer of methods that can be used to
increase a chlo’s love of language is
endless. Amnong them is the use of books,
these stimulate curiosity ana reflective

IT IS VITAL FOR

enjoys and be reacy to ada essent al procs
Anotner powertul mecium “er larguage
acquisitior 's music, You can teach your
child througheout the cay, though the use of
sONgs, singing games, agapt ng familia-
songs 1o relate o topics being discussed
anc rete ling stones through sarg
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One important factor in encouraging vour
child'’s language development s caserving
1im 1o understand the message <hatbe s
sending. Also, give nim time to co lect his

THE PARENTS TO (REATE

CPPORTURNITIES FOR THEM TO EXPLORE THEIR

LANGUAGE WHILE AT THE SAME TIME ENCOURAGING
COMMUNICATION IN THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE

-

thougnt, and should be seen as a source of

exciternent and enjoyment. You should not

feel restricted in what kind of books you can
use, any type will do.

Language is at the core of dramat ¢ role-
play and parents car capitalise on many
language opportunities nere. Encourage
your cni'd o act out stories that he or she

thoughts and commuricate ther,

Finally, and pernaps most 'mportan:ly,
isten carefu ly to what he or she is saying
Part of the process of totai commun catior
15 to truly value what your enild has o say
and 1o responc to that.

Ercourage your child 1o be curicas
abou langJyage ara to as«
questions
their curiosity oy
planning
expe” encss thas will
require them to
share observatiors,
listen to and give
msiruct ons, express
fee ings and make
cecisions
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